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What will your child
remember about
SCHOOL?
Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our students 
will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville will experience 
Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help students make real-world 
connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

Cornerstones

Deep learning happens when a student is able to understand and retain information by participating  in  interesting  and  
meaningful activities. Cornerstones are lessons taught to all students in  DCPS.  Hands-on activities and real-world 
connections are used to activate learning of core concepts.

Every Duval County student benefits from chal-
lenging, engaging, and memorable educational 
experiences, supported and encouraged by 
teachers, parents, and the greater community.

Vision

Access for every student to inspiring 
classroom experiences that connect to the 
real world and empower every teacher and 
student to succeed.

Mission

Cornerstones are the sparks that stimulate learning by bringing great energy to great content, empowering teachers and students to excel. 
Cornerstones show students how they can actually apply and use the concepts they learn.

Our Approach

Captivating
Content

Effective
Teaching

Exceptional Student
Work Outcomes

Deep Learning Experiences

Over 40 Cornerstones are taught across 
all grade levels and content areas



What will your child
remember about
Kindergarten?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

Mystery Number Fair
Students will take on the role of mathematicians, fair staff, and fair visitors. The classroom will transform into a mystery 
number fair where students will demonstrate their expertise in numbers one through ten.

science

Jack’s Parachute
Students will use their knowledge of gravity to design, create and test a parachute. They will also compose an informa-
tive/ explanatory text that provides a description and explanation of their parachute design and test results. 

Super Savers!
Students will become active citizens, taking on the role of conservation scientists – “Super Savers!” by identifying areas 
of need in their classroom and school environment and embarking on a campaign to conserve their classroom and 
school’s resources.

Yankee Doodle Dandy
Students will learn what it means to be patriotic in America. They will learn more about the symbols of freedom that are 
uniquely American along with patriotic holidays, songs, and poems. social

studies

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for Kindergarten

math

reading



What will your child
remember about
First Grade?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

Worming Around
Students will apply what they have learned about the Nature of Science to understand the life cycle of a mealworm. 
Students will learn how these species change through observation and data collection. 

Oh the Places We’ll Go!
Through exploring similarities and differences in stories, students will discover the country of origin and how that 
setting may affect the stories' details.  Simultaneously, students will learn additional facts about the country's culture 
from which the story originates. 

Place Value Market
Students take on the role of mathematicians as store owners and consumers and will create an advertisement about 
an item for sale in their store.

American History Comes to Life!
Through text and visual art, students will learn how historical figures and symbols are important, integral parts of our 
American History. Students will become performance artists through the creation of “Living Art,” where individuals or 
groups will create and present a project as an art piece with a short oral presentation.

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for First Grade

science

reading

math

social
studies

reading



What will your child
remember about
Second Grade?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

Tribal Talk
Students will learn that the Native Americans were the first inhabitants in North America and compare the Native 
American cultures from various geographic regions of the United States.

Second Grade Celebration
Students will take on the role of celebration/ event planners, where they will be responsible for planning an event of 
their liking to increase their fluency and accuracy with addition and subtraction word problems within 1,000.

I’m an Entomologist!
Students will learn that scientists perform systematic observations in order to answer questions about the natural 
world through an investigation of the life cycle of butterflies.

Creating Change
Students will become activists to solve a problem in their school or community. They will study character traits of 
well-known activists including Rosa Parks, Mary McLeod Bethune, Jackie Robinson, Caesar Chaz, Susan B. Anthony, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Harriet Tubman and Martin Luther King Jr.

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for Second Grade

science

math

social
studies

reading

social
studies

reading



What will your child
remember about
Third Grade?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

Breaking Book Barriers
Students will participate in a mock “Breaking Book Barriers” grant proposal in which the recipient will be “awarded” a 
$100,000 donation for books for their country.  Students, as librarians, will write a speech telling why their country 
should be chosen for such an award. 

The St. Johns: It’s Our River!
Students will transition from receptors of information to fresh water activists who rally others to help conserve this natu-
ral resource. Students will synthesize learning as Global receptors to activists in our own backyard and within the 
community.

Fracture the Flag
Students take on the role of flag designers. Students are challenged to apply their understanding of equivalent 
fractions, using partitioning of a whole, to design their own creative representation of their school flag.

Solar Ovens & S’Mores
Students will apply their prior knowledge of forms of energy and transformation of energy to a real-world situation that 
requires research, collaborative work, and creativity.

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for Third Grade

science

math

reading

reading



What will your child
remember about
Fourth Grade?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

Voices of the Poets
Students will create a visual art inspired by their original poem.  The students will gather artifacts from the study of one 
poet including: a poem written by their selected poet, information about their poet from the biographical essay, the 
student's original inspired poem, and a picture of their visual art.

Shelter to the Rescue
Students work in teams to apply their understanding of multiplication, division, and area to create possible arrange-
ments for specific rooms in a new animal shelter.

Go Green!
Natural resource conservation involves citizens thinking about the materials found on Earth in a responsible way. 
Students will think like conservationists to find ways to make their schools “green” friendly.

A Living Museum
Students write a research-based narrative that vividly describes an event in a colonist’s life. To help celebrate learning, 
students participate in a Living Museum where they bring their character to life based on their research.

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for Fourth Grade

science

math

reading

social
studies

reading



What will your child
remember about
Fifth Grade?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

Digital Storytelling
Students will use the art of digital storytelling to create a digital story of an athlete who has overcome challenges or 
adversity to reach excellence in a sport.

Sculpture Garden
Students will explore local sculptures and realize the intersection of art and mathematics and are challenged to apply 
their understanding of volume to construct a sculpture using rectangular prisms.

Da Vinci’s Botanical Illustrations
Students will study the 500-year-old botanical illustrations of Renaissance Artist, Leonardo da Vinci and compare them 
to botanical illustrations of today. 

Tight Rope Walking in the River City
Students will apply what they have learned about climate and weather to a real-world scenario that requires research, 
critical thinking and creativity.

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for Fifth Grade

science

math

reading

art



What will your child
remember about
Sixth Grade?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

social
studies

Humans of Jacksonville
Students will be given the opportunity to explore the concept of “growing up” and “coming of age” from real-life adults 
that they encounter daily and through characters within literary texts.

Rethink Your Drink
Through exploring the amount of sugar in different drinks, students will come away with a better understanding of just 
how much sugar common drinks contain compared to the daily recommended sugar intake. 

I’m Hot and You’re Not!
Students will learn about the differences in how land and water absorb and release heat. Through a hands-on investiga-
tion, students will take measurements and collect data for the temperatures of soil and water. 

Hinduism in Action
Students will learn the basic beliefs and key teachings of Hinduism and learn how they can be applied to their daily 
lives. 

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for Sixth Grade

science

math

reading



What will your child
remember about
Seventh Grade?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

social
studies

Real World Warriors
Students will deliver a prepared presentation, in which they will analyze how the struggles and challenges of a “Real 
World Warrior” compare to a character in their core text, A Long Walk to Water or The Contender.

Why Should People Be Free?
Student will learn that the philosophical underpinnings of the Declaration of Independence stem from colonial experi-
ences and enlightenment philosophers like John Locke. Students will make connections between philosophical texts 
and explain how these connections have influenced our modern society.

One Scoop or Two
Students will algebraically explore the prices at ice cream shops as customers and shop owners using both expressions 
and equations. They will first examine pricing models as consumers and then switch their perspectives as consultants 
for a shop owner to be able to make calculations and modify justifications based on their perspective. 

Lizard Invasion!
Students will examine cause and effect analysis of specific examples of limiting factors and the effect they have on the 
populations within the ecosystem. Students will explore what happens when factors, such as food, water, shelter, and 
nesting sites become limited.

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for Seventh Grade

science

math

reading



What will your child
remember about
Eighth Grade?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

social
studies

The Trial of Boo Radley
Students will read To Kill a Mockingbird and have the chance to look deeper into the book as they research important 
roles in a trial, such as a prosecutor, defense attorney, judge, and jury.  Each student will reflect on the role laws and 
individuals play in creating a just society. 

Price of Expansion
Students will learn of the human loss and cultural elimination that Native Americans experienced during the years of 
westward expansion.  Students will play the role of advocates and utilize their voice to influence the actions of our 
Secretary of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

H2Whoa!
Students will take on the role of a local business owner and determine where to buy water bottles to stock their 
business based on cost analysis using expressions and equations. 

Density & The King’s Crown
Students will learn the relationship between density, mass, and volume by measuring common substances and 
comparing group calculated densities.

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for Eighth Grade

science

math

reading
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remember about
High School?
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Cornerstones are powerful classroom lessons taught as part of the district’s curriculum. They are lessons our 
students will remember years from now. Every student, in every classroom, and every school across Jacksonville 
will experience Cornerstones in Art, Math, Music, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. Cornerstones help 
students make real-world connections through hands-on activities and engaging ideas.

social
studies

Tragic Heroes: The Guilty Party
Students will use close reading and text-based discussions to take on the challenge of determining who they believe is 
most culpable for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.

Civil Rights Movement
Students will explore the Civil Rights Movement, why it happened, what changes took place as a result of the move-
ment, and why the movement still continues today. Students will analyze the short and long-term social, political, and 
cultural implications.

Leap of Faith
Students will assume the role of the owners of a fictional bungee jump company, and compete against their classmates 
to craft the most thrilling, non-fatal, bungee jump experience for their customer! 

What About Our Genes?
Students will learn about Mendelian and non-Mendelian inheritance patterns and how geneticists and physicians can 
determine the transmission of congenital disorders.

What are Cornerstones?

Cornerstone Experiences for High School

science

math

reading


